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The need for guidance on licensing
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Navigating the process to secure a marine 
licence for seaweed aquaculture has been 
identified as a key challenge by seaweed 
industry stakeholders. 

The English Aquaculture Strategy calls for 
the “development of specific marine 
licensing guidelines for macroalgae culture 
that reflects its nature, scale and impact of 
these extractive, low trophic species”  
[Critical Action 1]. 



Aims of the guidance
• To provide clarity for both applicants and regulators of the 

licence, consents and authorisations required to set up, operate 
and decommission a seaweed farm in English marine waters.

• Focus on information that an applicant needs to provide to 
navigate the processes 

• Where existing documentation is available, the guidance will 
signpost to relevant links and resources, rather than replicate 
information

• This guidance does not cover: the regulatory regimes relating to 
the sale/export of seaweed grown in aquaculture; cultivation of 
seaweeds in tanks or raceways on land, nor cultivation of algae 
in freshwater environments.
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Overview of 
guidelines
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Scoping - species
• Which species is best for the intended use? 

• Is the species suited for the local environmental 
conditions?

• Is the species naturally occurring in proximity of 
the farm or regionally absent?

• Is the species native to the UK?

• Is the species already farmed successfully in 
England or the UK? 
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Scoping -
location

• What are the local environmental conditions at the potential 
site? 

• What other uses are occurring in the area? 
• Is there potential for co-locating with other activities? 
• Are there any MPAs present in/proximity of the area 

considered? 
• Is the site accessible? 
• Which is the nearest port? 
• Is there suitable infrastructure on land?

Check: 

o Suitable areas for seaweed aquaculture and MPA location in 
the MMO marine planner

o Habitats, boundaries, other uses of an area on the Defra 
Magic website 

o Natural England designated sites
o For information on wave height around England 
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https://explore-marine-plans.marineservices.org.uk/
https://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx
https://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/
https://wavenet.cefas.co.uk/map


Pre-application

Provide information and 
links to: Marine Plans, 
Local Planning Authority, 
The Crown Estate open 
data portal, fees charged 
by MMO and NE, relevant 
contact email addresses.
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Application

Provide information and 
links to: marine licence 
application form, timeline, 
and MMO fee; The Crown 
Estate lease; authorisation 
to farm non-native or 
locally absent species.

elisa.capuzzo@cefas.gov.uk



Next step - Publication

• Reviews completed
• Currently finalising guidelines 

• Publication on Seafish 
between end November – mid 
December 2023

• Advertised widely  
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Thank you for listening

To learn about Cefas scan the QR 
code or visit 
linktr.ee/CefasGovUK

SCAN ME
elisa.capuzzo@cefas.gov.uk
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