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Possible ecosystem services and negative environmental effects 
associated with seaweed aquaculture in coastal environments
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• Provide guidance for early start up seaweed 
farmers and harvesters to facilitate responsible 
development

• Identify and plan for any potential environment 
concerns and solutions

• Signpost sources of further information

• Help industry gain a social license

• Help to overcome the difficulties experienced in 
salmon farming

• Outline joint position on environmental best 
practice for seaweed culture and harvest

Guideline Aims



Seaweed cultivation
• Consultation and Licensing
• Principle ecosystem issues
• Additional environmental 

management measures

Seaweed Wild Harvesting
• Permissions and licensing
• Principle ecosystem issues

• Consul

Headings and 
Topics



An outline of the regulatory 
bodies of the UK and the 

regulations around seaweed 
cultivation in the UK

• Authority for spatial planning
• Regulator for spatial planning
• Statutory consultees and  

potentially involved regulators
• Location suitability 



Seaweed potential uses
Fertiliser Animal Feed

Food

Nutraceuticals

Packaging Bio-plastics

Industrial

Biofuel



Co-Location 
Successful North 
Sea trials in 2022, 

but further 
research needed 

Integrated Multi-
Trophic 

Aquaculture

Water body/area 
level. 

Ecosystem 
Services

Bioremediation.
Habitat restoration/ 

enhancement
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Future Opportunities 

https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fmars.2020.00156/full
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://phyconomy.net/articles/putting-it-into-imta/


MCS Position Paper on 
Seaweed

Seaweed Cultivation – 
SIFT

Further Information

https://s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/media.mcsuk.org/documents/FIS-5909-2023_Seaweed_Policy_Paper_3.pdf
https://s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/media.mcsuk.org/documents/FIS-5909-2023_Seaweed_Policy_Paper_3.pdf
https://www.sift.scot/projects/seaweed-cultivation/
https://www.sift.scot/projects/seaweed-cultivation/


Thank you

Dawn.purchase@mcsuk.org

The Marine Conservation Society is 
a UK-wide community of ocean 

lovers all working together towards 
our vision of a sea full of life, where 
nature flourishes and people thrive.

mailto:Dawn.purchase@mcsuk.org
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