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EAT LIKE
A FISH

MY ADVENTURES AS A

FISHERMAN TURNED
RESTORATIVE OCEAN FARMER
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Sustainable Inshore Fisheries Trust

Guidelines for
environmentally
responsible seaweed
cultivation and wild
harvesting in the UK



https://www.mcsuk.org/documents/1230/FINAL_Seaweed_Code_of_Environmental_Practice_PLhqagp.pdf
https://www.mcsuk.org/documents/1230/FINAL_Seaweed_Code_of_Environmental_Practice_PLhqagp.pdf
https://www.mcsuk.org/documents/1230/FINAL_Seaweed_Code_of_Environmental_Practice_PLhqagp.pdf
https://www.mcsuk.org/documents/1230/FINAL_Seaweed_Code_of_Environmental_Practice_PLhqagp.pdf

Guideline Aims

Provide guidance for early start up seaweed
farmers and harvesters to facilitate responsible
development

Identify and plan for any potential environment
concerns and solutions

Signpost sources of further information
Help industry gain a social license

Help to overcome the difficulties experienced in
salmon farming

Outline joint position on environmental best
practice for seaweed culture and harvest

VAT TON
SOCIETY

Guidelines for
environmentally
responsible seaweed
cultivation and wild

harvesting in the UK




Seaweed cultivation
« Consultation and Licensing
« Principle ecosystem issues

 Additional environmental
management measures

Seaweed Wild Harvesting
« Permissions and licensing
« Principle ecosystem issues

Pre-
consultation

Environmental
impact
assessments

Benthic
surveying

Seaweed cultivation

Developers should contact the licensing
authority before the formal application is
made, to make themselves known to MMO/
NRW/NatureScot. This will allow them to obtain
informal advice on what their application
should include.

Developers must carry out a pre-application
stakeholder consultation. This should include
an inclusive public consultation event, which
has been widely pre-notified. Developers
should also provide details of the location,
nature and scale of the proposals, along with
their contact details.

Consultation should extend beyond statutory
consultees and include other stakeholders
embracing commercial fisheries, recreational
marine users, environmental NGOs and local
communities.

Developers must carry out Environmental
Impact Assessments in order to identify
environmentally suitable sites for
development.

Developers should carry out comprehensive
benthic surveys in advance of the planning
or licence application process. Surveys
should be undertaken for all sizes of proposed
development and take into account potential
future expansion of a site, or its cumulative
impacts resulting from proximity to
neighbouring developments.

A review of the regulatory regime
for seaweed harvesting and
cultivation

Seaweed cultivation in Scotland - a
guide for community participation

EIA regulations.
Scotland:

England:

Wales: htij

Seaweed Cultivation Policy
Statement




Authority for spatial planning
Regulator for spatial planning
Statutory consultees and
potentially involved regulators
Location suitability

An outline of the regulatory bodies of the UK and
regulations around seaweed cultivation in the UK

Authority
for spatial
planning
for
seaweed
farming

The Crown Estate
Scotland

Within 12 nautical
miles you are
required to apply
for a seabed lease
of foreshore/
seabed. If privately
owned, leased
from a private
landowner.

The application
should specify the
coordinates of the
area proposed
for development,
along with:

« description of
the cultivation
equipment;

» A decommissioning
strategy;

« A business plan.

Lease Option
Agreement is also
available if the full
licence is yet to be
granted.

Free for 3 years -
£1,000 for a five-
year extension
following that.
Proposal licenced
if NatureScot
confirms site
suitability.-

The Crown Estate

Within 12 nautical
miles you are
required to apply
for a seabed lease
of foreshore/
seabed. If privately
owned, then leased
from a private
landowner.

The application
should specify the
coordinates of the
area proposed
for development,
along with:

« description of
the cultivation
equipment;

* A decommissioning
strategy;

* A business plan.

There is no
application fee but
an annual rental
may apply.

Leasing should also
be investigated on
a local basis. There
is the possibility
that some counties
may plan to lease
whole areas of
seabed from
Crown Estate

and lease areas

of them back to
businesses.

Proposal licenced
if Natural England
confirms site
suitability.

The Crown Estate

Within 12 nautical
miles you are
required to apply
for a seabed lease
of foreshore/
seabed. If privately
owned, then leased
from a private
landowner.

The application

should specify the

coordinates of the

area proposed

for development,

along with

- description of
the cultivation
equipment;

+ A decommissioning
strategy;

« A business plan.

Lease Option
Agreement is also
available if the full
licence is yet to be
granted.

Northern
Ireland

The Crown Estate

Within 12 nautical
miles you are
required to apply
for a seabed lease
of foreshore/
seabed. If privately
owned, then leased
from a private
landowner.

The application
should specify the
coordinates of the
area proposed for
development, along
with
+description of
the cultivation
equipment;
+ A decommissioning
strategy;

* A business plan.

Lease Option
Agreement is also
available if the full
licence is yet to be
granted.







Future Opportunities

Co-Location

Successful North
Sea trials in 2022,
but further
research needed

Image 2: Putting the IT into IMTA — Phyconomy

ECOSYSTEM SERVICES
OF KELP FORESTS

Reduced Emissions
Through Use of Kelp
Products

Marine Water
Oxygenation

Integrated Multi- Ecosystem
Trophic Services

Aquaculture Bioremediation.

Habitat restoration/
Water body/area enhancement
level.

Image 3: https://panorama.solutions/sites/default/files/screenshot_2021-07-01_at_22.02.47.png


https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fmars.2020.00156/full
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://phyconomy.net/articles/putting-it-into-imta/

Further Information

MCS Position Paper on
Seaweed

Seaweed Cultivation — € Ais i



https://s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/media.mcsuk.org/documents/FIS-5909-2023_Seaweed_Policy_Paper_3.pdf
https://s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/media.mcsuk.org/documents/FIS-5909-2023_Seaweed_Policy_Paper_3.pdf
https://www.sift.scot/projects/seaweed-cultivation/
https://www.sift.scot/projects/seaweed-cultivation/
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The Marine Conservation Society is
a UK-wide community of ocean

lovers all working together towards S ha—
our vision of a sea full of life, where <
nature flourishes and people thrive. g

v


mailto:Dawn.purchase@mcsuk.org
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